
HENCEFORTH- A Translated version 
 
About Author: 
 
Bharthi Dave (1935) is a writer of this novel in its original 'Gujarati'version. Medical 
Practitioner by profession, and a translator of Guajarati by inclination, having worked 
ceaselessly on stories, novels, essays for the Central Shahitya Acadami. 
 
The novel was translated into English by Harindra Dave (1930-95). He worked as a 
journalist, when he did his studies. He was the editor of several leading Gujarati 
publications like Samarpu, Janshakri, Janamabhumi and Parvashi. He won National 
Awards for Fiction, Poetry and journalism. 
 
Comments on Author: 
 
The Author has selected different character and sketches their characters in very 
nice manner. Their life stories are also sketched by him in very nice way. Christine, 
Manjari, Ratan, Jamna, Chhannalal and an old man, all the characters in the novel 
have their own agonies of their life and the protagonist comes across all the 
character. 
 
This combination of mixture of all the story is done by him in extremely nice way. His 
novel is not so large but she has showed the life of poor people as if she herself has 
experienced it. She has also inter-woven the different issues of our Indian society 
like child abuse, women's problems, marital problems, unemployment, and the 
problems that a person faces after natural calamities. Such problems are presented 
here through different characters nicely. 
 
An excellent piece of work. Not only that, but Harindra Dave has also translated it in 
such a way that it can be easily understood by anyone. He has also provided 
explanation of some of the words which can also make the novel easy to 
understand. 
 
Introduction to the novel: 
 
The word anagat leads to two supplementary words : aagat and vigat.The time past 
is vigat, the time present which flows swiftly is aagat; and the time future is angat. 
Thus time has been divided into three parts. But can time really be divided? T.S. 
Eliot in his poem Four Quartets said: 
 
"Time past and time future 
What might have been and what has been 
Point to one end, which is always present." 
 
These three distinct time-frames do not appear sequentially. Anyone with one 
timeframe includes the other two. They are interwoven. The reason in the novel has 
already crossed its traditional bounds and encroached upon the field of philosophy 
and poetry. The novel does not merely reflects life but provides sketch of characters 
or narrate events, using traditional devices, poses questions as what life is and why 
it is so. It also tries to find answers. 



 
Exploration into an unknown area with the help of old tools of fiction is a new literary 
experiment. In the modern literary environment, there are few novelists who have 
taken up challenge. The author takes us into this world’s absurd time frame and 
incompatible characters. Tired of the strenuous life of the city, the protagonist sets of 
alone to the village, Urad, situated at the seashore. He wants only a few hours of 
relaxation. He wants to ponder over his relationship with Manjari with whom he is in 
love. 
 
He enters this village near Daman where life is free from tension. The only thing he 
experience here is the immensity of the sea; he feels time has almost stopped. In 
this world of "arrested" time, the protagonist encounters different people with 
“arrested lives” and comes across with their lives tragic incidents which they have 
suffered from. At the beginning of the novel, the protagonist’s life just like flame 
hidden in a covered earthen pot. He has been beaten by a snake. The snake 
charmer thinks that he has only 48 hours to live Dr. Meherwan thinks that he can 
save him. If, he dies well, everything dies, but by chance he lives- what will happen 
to Manjari, his beloved whom he left behind in the city? What will happen to 
Christine? Those basic questions of life are more painful than snake bite. The novel 
ends with this question. Rather it can be said that The author ends the novel by 
depicting time as a question mark. 
 
Theme 
 
The theme of the Novel is like this that what kind of the problem a person faces 
during his life time and how he comes across different kind of peoples and gets 
himself connected with them. He finds it difficult to get himself away from the those 
persons with whom he came across and different characters have different 
problems. Their problems are the problems which, we find in our present times 
Indian society. Problems like unemployment, marital problems, divorce, and 
problems of ill treatment, natural calamities and its result such problems are 
presented through different characters and their life. Whatever is discussed in this 
novel really exists in our present society. 
 
The protagonist of the novel; Aalok, he comes to the village 'Urad' and stays in a 
hotel where he comes across to a woman named 'Christine' whose husband left her 
to that place long ago because she had the initial small patch of leukoderma that 
was in the middle of her chest. An old man; who lost her wife long ago during the 
earth quake. He is also living his life with feeling of guiltiness that, just because he 
quarrelled with his wife, she has lost her life. Chhannalal; a drama organiser 
Who was working in a drama group was fired because the organiser thought that 
Chhannalal is having an affair with the heroine and he will get married with her and 
opens his own drama company. He had his own problems and he has to play 
leading role in his own drama company. In fact, he was living pitiable life. Ratan, one 
of the members of Chhannalal's Drama Company was working with that drama 
company since she was child. feels as if he has long relationship with as a result of 
that, he remembers all of them when snake-charmer tells him that he has only 24 
more hours left of his life. At that time he remembers those days which he passed in 
that village with those village people. 
 



Summary 
 
In the opening of the novel the protagonist Aalok was bitten by a snake and the 
snake-charmer tells him that he has only 48 hours left of his life. But doctor tells him 
that he can save his life, there is a chance of saving his life, and if he lives, he is 
lucky otherwise he will die. The doctor tells him that what's wrong in taking chance. 
At that time Aalok remembers all those days which he passed there in that village 
called 'Urad.' He remembers all the persons whom he met during his stay in that 
village near Daman. The effect of natural calamities and also the problems of 
Unemployment and other social as well as financial; problems have affected lives of 
all the character of the novel 'Henceforth.' 
 
The character of Chhannalal represents those persons who have become the victim 
of the cruelty of his or his boss just because he loved his clique. His economic 
condition is also not stable. He faces financial problem, still he runs a drama 
company and provides livelihood to other member of his drama company as well as 
he earns his livelihood. 
 
And the character of an old man who thinks that, he is responsible for the death of 
his wife. He tries to commit suicide but, he could not dare and comes back to the 
village with the sense of guilt in his heart. Aalok listens to the story of that old man 
and he feels very sad for that old man who has lost his wife during Earth quake. Two 
more character, Manjari and Christine, they have their own problems and they also 
suffer in there. Manjari, fiancé of Aalok. She wants to get married with Aalok but she 
could not marry him because her uncle dies on the day of her marriage. 
 
Christine, whose husband left her because she has a patch on her chest. She was 
running a hotel and she was very nice, good looking, beautiful by nature as well as 
her physical appearance was also attractive. One more character calls Ratan who 
acts in Drama Company of Chhannalal. When Aalok calls her sister, Chhannalal that 
people use to call her by different names like Ratni, Ratna bai, Bai but you are the 
only person who has called her sister. Aalk gets attracted towards jamana when he 
looks at her body all these things show that how, we get ourselves diverted from our 
true love or we can ask a question that 'Do we really love someone truly?" 
 
Novel and its Form 
 
The novel is only one of many possible prose narrative forms. It shares with other 
narratives, like the epic and the romance, two basic characteristics: a story and a 
story-teller. The epic tells a traditional story and is an amalgam of myth, history, and 
fiction. Its heroes are gods and goddesses and extraordinary men and women. The 
romance also tells stories of larger-than-life characters. It emphasizes adventure and 
often involves a quest for an ideal or the pursuit of an enemy. The events seem to 
project in symbolic form the primal desires, hopes, and terrors of the human mind 
and are, therefore, analogous to the materials of dream, myth, and ritual. Although 
this is true of some novels as well, what distinguishes the novel from the romance is 
its realistic treatment of life and manners. 
 
Its heroes are men and women like ourselves, and its chief interest, as Northrop 
Frye said, is "human character as it manifests itself in society." 



Development of the Novel The term for the novel in most European languages is 
roman, which suggests its closeness to the medieval romance. The English name is 
derived from the Italian novella, meaning "a little new thing." 
 
Romances and novel, short tales in prose, were predecessors of the novel, as were 
picaresque narratives. Picaro is Spanish for "rogue," and the typical picaresque story 
is of the escapades of a rascal who lives by his wits. The development of the realistic 
novel owes much to such works, which were written to deflate romantic or idealized 
fictional forms. Cervantes' Don Quixote (1605-15), the story of an engaging 
madman who tries to live by the ideals of chivalric romance, explores the role of 
illusion and reality in life and was the single most important progenitor of the modern 
novel. 
 
The novel broke from those narrative predecessors that used timeless stories to 
mirror unchanging moral truths. It was a product of an intellectual milieu shaped by 
the great seventeenth-century philosophers, Descartes and Locke, who insisted 
upon the importance of individual experience. They believed that reality could be 
discovered by the individual through the senses. Thus, the novel emphasized 
specific, observed details. It individualized its characters by locating them precisely 
in time and space. And its subjects reflected the popular eighteenth century concern 
with the social structures of everyday life. 
 
The novel is often said to have emerged with the appearance of Daniel Defoe's 
Robinson Crusoe (1719) and Moll Flanders (1722). Both are picaresque stories, in 
that each is a sequence of episodes held together largely because they happen to 
one person. But the central character in both novels is so convincing and set in solid 
and specific a world that Defoe is often credited with being the first writer of "realistic" 
fiction. 
 
The first "novel of character" or psychological novel is Samuel Richardson's Pamela 
(1740-41), an epistolary novel (or novel in which the narrative is conveyed entirely by 
an exchange of letters). It is a work characterized by the careful plotting of emotional 
states. Even more significant in this vein is Richardson's masterpiece Clarissa (1747-
48). Defoe and Richardson were the first great writers in our literature who did not 
take their plots from mythology, history, legend, or previous literature. They 
established the novel's claim as an authentic account of the actual experience of 
individuals. 
 
 
HENCEFORTH 
 
As we all know that novel mostly consists of characters and events. This novel also 
deals with the life of different characters and their lives and events which took place 
in their lives. It is a story of happy or unhappy events in the lives of various 
individuals. 



In the novel The Man from Chinnamasta, we see some issues which come up and act as 

poison for the society and its people. This novel was published in 2005. In this we see how 

Indira Goswami speaks against thousand years old rituals of animal sacrifice prominent in 

Pre Independent Kamrup district of Assam. The story revolves around the old kamakhya 

temple where numerous priests used to participate in the practices like animal sacrifices, and 

supported it. They even believed in the practice of human sacrifice.  

The title of the novel points towards the great ascetic Jatadhari, who worships Ma 

Chinnamasta like other priests and Tantriks with his full devotion. He is a well-read person 

with knowledge of Vedas and Puranas and especially Kalika Purana. He meditates for long 

hours and during that he is unaware of every happening around him. His information related 

to his background reveals that he was once a student of history in Benaras Hindu University. 

Later he went to North Kashi after his initiation as an ascetic; he meditated for long time in a 

cave in Vindhyas. Since then he felt an urge to stop killing animals as the novelist writes:  

 

It was said that during this period he had lived one with nature. 

Venomous serpents had nested in his matted locks, wild birds had 

perched on his arms. Respectful of all creatures, Jatadhari could 

not bear the sight of blood at the Goddesses‟ sacred abode. 

 

In the beginning of the novel Jatadhari is introduced to us as a well learned ascetic who has 

several disciples and followers. Some of his followers used to worship him like God. One of 

his favourite disciples was Ratnadhar (son of a temple priest) whom Jatadhari brought out of 

a life where he was suffering from problem of fits.  

Animal Sacrifice has been an age old practice in old Kamakhya temple since thousand of 

years. In fact, despite various efforts to stop these slaughtering of animals, even today these 

rituals are carried out. People and priests in this temple believe that the ten goddesses of 

tantric shakti needs to be worshiped with blood. As one of the tantriks from the temple says 

in the Novel:  

Deliverance comes only when sacrifice is offered. Sacrifice alone 

Will lead you to Heaven. Mark my words. A buffalo’s blood 

quenches the Goddesses‟ thirst for one hundred years. And when a 

follower offers the blood of his own body she is satisfied for one thousand years. 

 



They support animal sacrifice strongly and any logical explanation related to this practise is 

unacceptable to these people. Thousands of Buffaloes, Goats, and Ducks etc. are sacrificed 

on the Goddesses’‟ altar. People with this superstition that their troubles and problems of life 

will be taken away by the Goddess, sacrifice these animals. Even in the marriages of their 

daughters and sisters, people bring animals to be sacrificed as by doing this they think that 

now Ma Chinnamasta will give them a happy life. People suffering from diseases also 

sacrifice animals so that they can be cured. The Tantriks even fooled people by demanding a 

piece of flesh from the bodies of people as we see in the novel 

The Kalika Purana says that a devotee should not offer more than 

four times the amount of blood that can be held in lotus petal. If he 

offered a tiny bit of flesh – the size of a sesame seed – from his 

chest, his prayers would have been answered within six months. 

The sick child would have been recovered by now. 

Jatadhari, who is totally against these practices, decides to protest against animal sacrifice 

with his disciples like Dorothy Brown and Ratnadhar.  

Mrs. Brown was a British woman whose husband falls in love with a woman of khasi tribe 

and has an illegitimate child. Dorothy brown breaks when she hears about this affair of her 

husband and comes to Jatadhari as a disciple in order to attain Peace. Jatadhari keeps her in a 

small house near Brahmputra known as Darbhanga house.  

Jatadhari tried to give logical explanations to stop animal sacrifice from the Purana through 

which the other priests believe that Goddess needs blood to be worshipped. He says that 

Goddess is pleased to be worshiped with flowers and garlands instead of blood. He supports 

his argument through an excerpt from Kalika Purana.  

He says, „Ma! Ma! Ma! You are glorious in your own blood, Ma! Adorn yourself in robes of 

flowers.‟  

The plight of animals is also graphically shown in the novel as they keep trying to escape 

their miserable fate. “The buffalo had freed itself from its tormentors. It charged straight into 

the gathering. In the chaos that ensued, the crowd scattered, everyone running helter-skelter.” 

 Jatadhari decided to protest against this animal sacrifice and made a petition to be signed by 

the mass and then to be presented to the chief priest for his approval. He gave the 

responsibility of getting the petition signed to his disciple Ratnadhar, they invited students 

from Cotton College to be a part of their team and together stop the ritual. Jatadhari went 

away with Dorothy Brown and promised to come back on Deodhwani ( a major festival 

where thousands of animals are sacrificed to the Goddess.)  

Ratnadhar’s love Bidhibala came back to his town as her father was getting her married to a 

rich but old man. Bidhibala’s father brought a young calf to be sacrificed in the wedding of 



her daughter. But Bidhibala was deeply attached to that animal as it grew in her care only. 

She was extremely sad for this sacrifice and it stirred her soul when she thought that it will be 

killed because of her. She requests Ratnadhar to untie that animal and leave it in some safe 

place. She says  

Listen carefully. People say, you are the only who secretly releases 

the animals brought for sacrifice. Please let this buffalo go so I won’t 

have to watch it being sacrificed. I haven’t slept for nights at this 

thought. I’ve seen it grow up. 

 

Ratnadhar, along with students and disciples, got the petition signed and many people 

supported this decision of stopping animal sacrifice as registers were piled up with the 

signatures of common mass. Despite these efforts in the festival of Deodhwni several animals 

were killed brutally in the name of sacrifice. Various tantriks and priests slaughtered these 

animals on the altar of Goddess. They drank their blood danced like mad people and were 

given the respect like God by the people. The novelist shows us this harsh picture as she 

describes:  

A devotee pushed through the crowd and offered a dove to the deodhe. 

He tore off its neck with his teeth and drank the blood, then threw the carcass into the crowd. 

Dorothy Brown, who saw this brutality, was taken aback and remembers how Jatadhari told 

her that killing an animal or bird with bare hands is a cardinal sin. After the return, Jatadhari 

took the petition to the Chief priest with a huge crowd following him consisting of students, 

and disciples. On his way to the temple he was stopped and threatened by hermits. One of 

them came and started saying, “You fools! The Goddess Kamakhya has quenched her thirst 

for thousands of years with blood of both human and animals.”  

But Jatadhari decided that he will sacrifice his own life today but present the petition to the 

priest. Petition said that innocent animals should not be dragged to the altar. If needed then 

devotees should sacrifice their own blood. When the petition was presented to the Chief 

priest, he demanded from Jatadhari to sacrifice his own blood by cutting a part of his body to 

prove his demand. Jatadhari sliced off his own flesh from below his navel. Thus Jatadhari 

made immense efforts to stop this practice. In the end, the novelist leaves us unanswered but 

with a hope that may be one day these practices will come to an end. As she says, “In the 

morning the sun rose once more. In the clear light of day, no one could see a trace of blood. 

Not a single bloodstain remained.”  

Another prominent theme which emerges out in the novel is Women and their sufferings, we 

see that although Dorothy Brown was not an Assamese woman but her fate was similar to 

those women only. Her husband betrayed her and she was left alone to suffer, but she took 

shelter in Jatadhari’s camp to make her life easier. Dorothy was looked by town people as a 



characterless woman who has illegitimate relationship with Jatadhari. Men didn’t allow their 

wives to go near her. If a woman was seen talking to her, she was beaten by her family 

members. Not only the town people, but even her husband suspected her of having 

relationship with Jatadhari. Her husband Henry Brown sent men to rape her. But when he 

failed in his attempt, he ultimately murdered her by shooting her at the temple premises.  

Bidhibala too suffers in the novel as her father was getting her forcefully married to an old 

man who had two children. She wanted to escape from this marriage but because of her 

father’s fear she could not protest. We see how she runs away with a group of prostitutes to 

save herself from that marriage at the age of eleven. Ultimately, she too dies as she abandons 

eating and drinking which took away her life. We are also told how the tribal women were 

used by the British officials for their physical pleasures.  

We also come across Caste and Class division as we see how people of lower casts were 

unable to sacrifice animals and heavy taxes were imposed on them. Their whole property was 

often taken away by the British officials in return of taxes or the priests with a false promise 

of securing for them a happy future.  

We see how Pulu, the Drummer, leads a miserable life as he is shown as very weak and 

suffering from mal nutrition and his son, who was suffering from Tuberculosis, was his 

another worry. Ultimately, due to lack of money his son dies.  

Thus we see that how through this novel Goswami brings out the hard truth related to the 

orthodox rituals which advocate bloodshed and violence and ill treatment for women and low 

caste lot. After writing this novel the author was threatened by the various priests for 

questioning the age old rituals this way. We can trace through an interview where she herself 

reveals her experience which she went through after writing this novel. In an interview with 

Subhajit Bhadra when asked about the controversy which took place is revealed by thee 

writer as follows:  

The novel created lot of unwanted controversy and some 

Complained that I had become an animal lover losing my 

human concern. Some complained that I had been selective 

as I did not criticize the Muslims for animal slaughter. 

The sanyasis became and agitated and told that animal 

slaughter should not be stopped as it was an integral part of 

Hindu Ritualistic region. Kalika Purana supports animal 20 

slaughter but it also says that baikuntha could be attained by 

offering a garland of flower also. There were also street 

protests demanding a ban of the novel. 



Image of women which she presents in both the novels reveal the pitiful picture of women 

how is burdened under the weight of traditions and rituals. She accepts the fact that although 

she forms male characters too with much care and clarity, but her female characters are more 

realistic as the feelings and emotions which she brings out comes from her own experiences.  

Autobiographical elements in her novels could also be seen as we see that in the novel. we 

see that the issues like animal sacrifice are brought up by the writer. She since her childhood 

was an animal lover and the ritual of animal slaughter used to take place in her family which 

used to pain her and this pain and agony clearly comes out in her novel. Her characters too 

are drawn from her real life experiences as we see in the novel The Man from Chinnamasta 

the character of Dorothy brown is based on Mrs. Brown wife of Mr. Arthur Brown, as her 

father was a student of Mr. Brown. 

She knew the fact that Mr. Brown had an extra marital affair with a khasi woman like 

Dorothy’s husband in the novel had. So we see that her novel is a result of her own 

experiences and feelings.  

Consequently, we can say that Goswami presents a realistic picture of her society where she 

brings out the facts and follies prevailing since ages. She not only simply states these 

problems but has tried to strongly appeal for bringing changes. Her efforts to stop the social 

evils have brought a revolution on the younger generations. She without any fear speaks 

against the social flaws. In this novel, we see how she supports the oppressed classes, brings 

out the image of women, their status and sufferings in the society and openly raises her voice 

against the issues like animal slaughter and other ills of society are also effectively revealed 

by her. 


